WHITE PAPER RESPONSE TO - EQUITY AND EXCELLENCE FOR CHILDREN 

We would strongly support consistent and aligned principles and policy across the children and adult agenda to ensure integrated practice. This will be aided if the response to the important recommendations of the Kennedy Review [September 2010] ‘Getting it right for children and young people: overcoming cultural barriers in the NHS so as to meet their needs’ is aligned and embedded in the next phase of the implementation of the White Paper. Specific aspects from the Kennedy review that we would highlight as critical to secure integrated systems and support for the health and well- being of children and young people, are:

 

· Effective coordination of NHS care to children and young people

· A requirement to have a local partnership arrangement that agrees a shared vision of care for children and young people in the area (eg Children's Trusts)

· More attention from the NHS to the transition between services for children and adults

· A clear national policy lead for children and young people

· GPs have information on local services for children and young people that help them act as navigators of local services

· NHS invest in critical early years for children

· NHS address workforce pressures in the support provided for children and families

 
1
Working in partnership

The consultation is right to indicate that the following areas will be important in the delivery of effective services and support to children and young people:

· Integrated Strategic planning

· Effective Information sharing

· Invest in early years

· Effective planning for transition from children’s to adult services

· A central point of access for children and families accessing NHS services

· Information about care of children and families should be centralised and available to facilitate planning

· Coordinated safeguarding arrangements

Much of this has been achieved and sustained through local Children’s Trust arrangements under the leadership of the local authority. We strongly support the proposal to have one local partnership taking the lead on these matters and it would be more efficient to build on existing partnership arrangements to do so.

How support GP consortia to commissioning effective children’s health services

The consultation rightly highlights the importance of:

· GP training to work effectively with children and young people

· Effective NHS and other services to support children and young people with mental health or emotional well being needs.

· Central information available on services and support provided to children and young people via the GP to feed into strategic planning systems

· Good access to information on NHS services supporting children and young people

All of these areas have a partnership dimension and can not be achieved by GPs working in isolation. We would suggest that GPs should be directed to build on the important joint work with local authorities in developing:

· The common core skills for working with children and families

· Comprehensive integrated CAMHS at all levels of need

· Every Child Matters needs assessment work

· Family Information Service

to address these specific matters rather that starting new unconnected initiatives in isolation.

Healthwatch role in relation to children and young people

We strongly support the drive to include the views of children and young people in all aspects of the commissioning process and endorse the view that implementing the ‘You’re Welcome’ initiative would make a positive contribution to this.

We would also note that engaging children and young people is a specialist skill that partners in the local authority have developed over many years.  Healthwatch developments in these areas should build on the strengths that partners have developed as part of the integrated commissioning arrangements for children and young people under the Children’s Trust.

Outcomes measures for children and families

We agree with the view that satisfaction measures are a good indicator of effective outcomes but would like to see the health outcomes framework align and draw on feedback from the comprehensive OFSTED inspections. We believe more work needs to be done on identifying clear outcome measures for joint commissioning priorities where health plays a major part. This would clarify the status and relative importance of current measures such as:

· Infant mortality

· Foundation stage achievement PSE and CLLD

· Obesity levels in primary age children

· Teenage Pregnancy and abortion rates

· Hospital admissions for under 18yrs

· Effectiveness of integrated CAMHS services

· Parental satisfaction with services provided to disabled children

· Immunisation rates for children under 5
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