What makes a good school?

(Building and facilities?)

· Spending their money efficiently, on equipment for students, new books

· Looks good inside and outside – clean and attractive

· Good equipment

· DDA

· Clean common room and school
· Lap tops
· Car park
· Good food

· Good facilities

· Swimming pool

· Location

· Quiet room

· More classrooms

· Up to date WCs

· Higher standard of building

(Type?)

· Mixed school where people don’t have big fights – all boys schools are violent

· Mixed improves communication and ideas.  Only reason girls like boys (in girls school) is because they (are segregated until 6th form and) don’t know them.  Better to understand each other earlier

· Size of class

(Discipline?)

· There should be rules but that these should be fair

· Incentives to distract students from fighting – IPODS

· Good discipline – some think exclusions but others don’t think it works as it is like a holiday

· Teachers use discipline

· Properly controlled classes 

· Teachers who connect with students
· Substitute teachers who know what they are talking about or no one listens to them. They don’t know the subject

· Good behaviour

· Good teaching

· Bullying policies

· Fair rules
· No bad behaviour

· Teachers shouldn’t pick favourites

· Unbiased teachers

· Teachers being fairer

· Not too strict

· No stereotyping children

· Less bullying –stricter on bullying -Having a bullying policy

(Other influences?)

· Ofsted don’t help as it is announced (and schools prepare by excluding really bad pupils or hiding semi bad) but may help banish rumours “it is bad” or media opinion

· Teachers
· Making learning good/fun

· Good standard of teachers

· Good support

· Teachers shouldn’t teach with their own child in the class

· Calm and relaxing

· Head teacher more involved in school and seen more
· Interested pupils

· Has a  student panel for recruiting new teachers
· Extra help classes

(Curriculum?)

· Not sure about accelerated curriculum and early exams – don’t feel prepared and get stressed – don’t push the students too fast, pushing them into deep end
· Don’t make students grow up too fast, ease them into it
· Visits to different places
· High pressure so need longer breaks
· We should be taught just one extra language
· Not making you do too much
· Not too much pressure
· Lots of homework
· Religion
· PSHE Citizenship

· Art

· Woodwork

· Cooking
· Maths

· English

· Science

· Sex education
· Enterprise

· Healthy living

· More practical lessons

· Explore the curriculum – flexible delivery
· Fun and engaging

What makes a good head teacher?

· Someone that cares about their pupils

· Younger so they can relate to their students better

· Interaction

· Being friendly

· Being human not so academically minded

· Take an active role in enforcing rules

· Good communication between head and parents but also involving students

· Cares about the school

· Knowing most pupils

· Doing some lessons

· Being more in touch with young society

· Common ground – being able to relate

· Listens and follow instructions

· They should always praise you if good work is done

· They must be trustworthy

· Smart clothing 

· Respect you

· Get point across in a kind way

· Fair and square

· Understand problems

· Look for the good things in you

· Understand your needs 

· The head teacher shouldn’t get involved

· Strict but fair and a good teacher

· They should be approachable

· Relationship with the surrounding community

· Need to know student background and previous issues

· Not boring

· Doing more assemblies

· Informed on student opinions

· Fair

· Listens to ideas

· Positive

· Teaches some lessons

· Emergency planning when needed (Ash cloud teachers)

· Visible – walking around at break

· Someone that you can relate too

· Knows what is happening in school/clubs

· Unbiased

· Communicating with students
What else should be provided in school?

(Health?)

· School nurse/Sexual health services

· Cultural stuff – countries

· Pastoral care and support

· Finance awareness

· Disabled/wheel chair access if you have a disability

· Information for bullies victims and onlookers

· No condom machines

· Sex education school be in schools and from year 7

· Health and sexual advice

· Counseling/emotional well being support

(Life skills?)

· Business support

· Job support

· Financial help

· Voluntary work

· Business studies

· Jobs and advice

· After school clubs eg chess, dance, talent

· Junior apprentice/enterprise

· More sport clubs

· How to save money

· Clubs/extra activities

· Job support

· Training courses eg engineering/first aid

(Additional needs?)

· Help for students who cant control themselves

· Support/shoulder to cry on

· Student support – cyber mentors/peer mentors

· Free school meals

· Home support

· Peer mediation

· SENCO Officer actually based in school
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