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Author: Laura Steward, Policy and Research Officer, Kent Police Authority

1. Introduction

Kent Police and Kent Police Authority have a joint Children and Young Persons’ Strategy.  Owing to new guidance from the Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO), and a new Government, it was decided that this necessitated a full-scale review of the Strategy.

2. Background

Officers from the Force and the Authority have been working on this strategy for several months, incorporating the new guidance, up to date statistical information, and revising the direction and aims of the CYP strategy.  However, as this work demands a partnership approach, it is necessary to collate and reflect partners’ views in this strategy.  

This draft version is therefore being circulated to the relevant Children’s Trusts across Kent and Medway, in advance of its finalisation in September of this year.

3. Advice and analysis

Nearly all of the objectives in the previous strategy were met, and the results of this can be seen in Appendix One.  Kent Police continues to take a very comprehensive approach to CYP issues, through a range of methods, from the regular data sub-group and Board meetings to visits to schools and opening up stations for the day to young people.  Their views are regularly taken and used to inform policy, and indeed have been used for this new 2011-14 Strategy.

Partners’ views are equally important to Kent Police in this issue, and it is vital that they are included, where possible, in the production of this Strategy.  Given the interdependent nature of the issues in hand, the Strategy would not be fit for purpose were partners not consulted. 

4. Consultation

As mentioned above, young people’s views were sought, and the findings are in Appendix Two.  Partners are being asked to give their views on the Strategy overall, the measures in the delivery plan, and also to make suggestions about how partnership working can be used to support the delivery of this plan.

5. Implications for Looked After Children

These are considered within the body of the report.

6. Financial and Legal Implications

None

7. Recommendations

Members of the Children’s Trust are asked to consider this report, and provide their views (if possible, in writing following this committee) to the Authority and Police using the details below.

Lead Officer Contact

Claire Gatward, Project Manager, Partnerships and Communities, Kent Police

claire.gatward@kent.pnn.police.uk   01622 652057

Laura Steward, Policy and Research Officer, Professional Standards, Kent Police Authority

laura.steward@kent.pnn.police.uk   01622 604487
Background papers

Draft Children and Young Persons Strategy 2011-14, Kent Police and Kent Police Authority.

W:\Management_Team\Policy_Unit\Meghan Wnorowski\Children's Trust Board\Children's Trust Board Meetings\05.07.11\CYP Strategy July 2011.doc

