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1. Introduction

1.1
This report informs the Children’s Trust Board of progress with the implementation of ContactPoint in Medway.

2. Background

2.1
ContactPoint is a national web-based directory of practitioners in Children’s Trust partner agencies working with individual children, and implements one of the recommendations of the Laming Report following the death of Victoria Climbie.

2.2
The ContactPoint project is a key element of the Every Child Matters programme and is managed by the DCSF.  The introduction of ContactPoint is being led by the national Implementation Team, which will co-ordinate the roll out to150 Local Authorities by locally-led implementation projects.

2.3
Medway is one of the latest Council’s in the roll out, and is due to start linking its local children’s services databases to the national ContactPoint database during Autumn 2009.

2.4
ContactPoint includes extensive safeguards in terms of protection of information about children.

2.5
ContactPoint will allow practitioners to see who else is involved with the child and provide contact details, so that they can share relevant information about children who need services, or about whose welfare they are concerned.

2.6
ContactPoint will be an important part of delivering early intervention for children who need additional services and safeguarding children at risk of harm.  It is part of the Every Child Matters programme which aims to improve outcomes for children keeping them healthy, safe, enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution and achieving economic wellbeing.

3. Advice and analysis

3.1
The report is for information.  Medway is on schedule in the introduction of ContactPoint.

4. Consultation

4.1
Extensive consultation will be undertaken with key partners prior to their being requested to join the ContactPoint scheme.

5. Implications for Looked After Children

5.1
ContactPoint will benefit looked after children, in so far as practitioners need to make contact with each other about individual children.

6. Financial and Legal Implications

6.1
ContactPoint is part of a national scheme.  DCSF funding has been received for the implementation of ContactPoint.

7. Recommendations

7.1
The Board is recommended TO NOTE the report.
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