Aiming High Partnership Group Meeting Update

27th November 2009

Sandersan Child Development Centre
The group are currently looking into the possibility of basing the Child Development Centre, which was originally based at Medway Maritime Hospital at Canada House in Gillingham.

Further update to be provided at the next meeting.

Residential Respite/ Overnight Stays Provision

There are currently 40 children who are accessing ' Preston Skreens' for overnight stays. This service is due to close soon and the group are now looking into acquiring a building in Medway to provide this service. The group have identified a building, which may be suitable but will probably need structural changes and they will also need to consider financial sustainability.

They have also identified that there will need to be discussions with parents as to what they need in terms of overnight breaks.

Early Identification of Care Needs

Children's Disability Team, Direct Payments Team, Physical Disabilities Team, CAMHS and the Shared Lives Organisation now meet on a regular basis with Connexions to discuss children with care needs to try and ensure a smooth transition into adult services. This enables children with a high level of needs to be identified and discussed earlier. (Shared Lives is an organisation which provides care to individuals aged 18+ within their own home)

Changes to Legislation

New Legislation had been passed (Learning Skills Apprenticeship Bill) which now means that by 2010 the Local Authority will have responsibility for those children, which are in further education residential placements - it will no longer be the responsibility of the Learning Skills Council.

Short Breaks Services

Contracts have not yet been issues as it was not clear whether the Health Authority would match fund what Medway would be allocating to short breaks. The Health Authority have now clarified that they will match fund and the procurement board will meet on 16th Dec to discuss further. Commissioning of services will take place after this meeting and the commissioning officer is hopeful that Medway befriending services will be running from January.

A draft short breaks eligibility criteria has been devised - this was handed out at the meeting. This may be e-mailed with the minutes of the meeting- and I may then be able to circulate to this group.
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